
About Launch Tennessee
Launch Tennessee (LaunchTN) is a public-private partnership dedicated to entrepreneurship with a mission
to support and enable innovative Tennessee founders to build a better future. Our team coordinates the
statewide entrepreneurial support efforts; enhances the state's innovation and commercialization activities;
expands access to early-stage capital; and hosts events that bring together entrepreneurs, investors,
corporations and researchers from across the state, region and country.

LaunchTN is a fast-paced, high-performance team.  We thrive as individuals, but love collaboration. As Chief
Investment Officer, a background in investment is critical.

Position Overview
LaunchTN’s Chief Investment Officer will lead all capital-related activities for the organization to catalyze
Tennessee’s early-stage companies through investments via a variety of funds, including LaunchTN’s current
Impact Fund, as well as the development and deployment of the pending BuildTN Fund, a federally funded
$70M direct investment fund that will include seed, Series A and a small multi-fund investment programs.

Leveraging public and in collaboration with private sector assets, your mission is to build a robust

entrepreneurial ecosystem across the state, providing financial opportunity and inclusion for all regions,

industries, and individuals, with a focus on underserved and underrepresented groups.

The ideal candidate is passionate and savvy about all things tech and venture investing, as well as driven by
the mission of LaunchTN and our core values. The ideal candidate will love digging into the details of a
prospective investment opportunity, but focus on balancing investment returns and empowering
underrepresented founders to grow the early-stage ecosystem as well.

This role includes, but is not limited to the following daily tasks:
● Overall management of The Impact Fund and the pending BuildTN Fund; including the regional seed

fund, technology fund, and fund of funds; and management of a team in support of this.
● Deal sourcing, leadership, due diligence, execution and analysis; and managing a team in support of

this.
● Identify, source and negotiate investments in a fund of funds strategy with a mission to to deploy

capital rapidly to key demographic markets and/or verticals of interest for the fund
● Portfolio Support: Work with portfolio companies on key issues. Coordinate and expand LaunchTN’s

network of portfolio support resources by facilitating and analyzing portfolio communications and
value add.

● Community Engagement: Represent LaunchTN and the fund at industry events, bringing new
entrepreneurs into the firm’s network, and generally keeping a pulse on Tennessee's capital landscape

● Thought Leadership: Further LaunchTN’s position as a thought leader in the Southeast capital market
by contributing to thesis development and collaborating with the LaunchTN marketing team to author
and publish market research, opinion publications etc. that further the fund objectives spanning
economic development and returns



● Venture Platform Building and Execution: Continue to build out and evolve LaunchTN’s investment and
internal procedures, tools, and models based on experience and best practices.

● Investor Relations & Board Reporting: Contribute to investor reporting, events, and capital deployment
efforts.

● Benchmark similar startup ecosystems to Tennessee and analyze best practices for LaunchTN to
implement across the state with our network and industry partners.

● Institute and maintain an informed marketing and development strategy aimed at recruiting new
investors to the state; to include creating demand through investor conference participation and
sourcing speaking engagements for CEO or appropriate NPs

● Institute and support opportunities for investor connectivity, convening, and co-investment; 36|86,
Build in SE, Innovation Week, etc.

About you:
● Multiple years of venture capital experience. Additional relevant experience may include limited

partner fund investing, private equity investing, consulting, banking, or similar experience, and/or
operations experience in a management position at a startup.

● Track record of successfully sourcing and leading venture capital investments into fast-growing
early-stage technology companies. Proven ability to identify, thoughtfully and efficiently perform
diligence, advocate/fight for and win attractive (and sometimes competitive) deals on reasonable
terms.

● Exceptional deal judgment. You understand the “why” behind what makes for a great venture
capital investment. What separates a good business, team, and market opportunity from one that
has the potential to become a truly iconic company capable of generating venture-scale returns.

● You possess a deep and continuous evolving network within the venture capital and startup
ecosystems. Investors and founders view you as a thought leader in your domain.

● Strong fund management and organizational skills to help monitor portfolio investments, tracking
metrics, integrate with the State of TN’s ECD vision and executing on those metrics.

● Able to develop and defend a point of view. Not afraid to stand out from a crowd and advocate for a
perspective once you’ve put in the work. Innovative thinker with outstanding verbal and written
communication skills.

● You demonstrate strong quantitative and analytical skills.  You can navigate financial models and
large datasets with ease, and can distill the key points to tell a story.

● Experience structuring and negotiating deal terms. You’ve put together dozens and dozens of term
sheets and deal docs. You know the basics cold and have seen enough edge cases to know how to
structure for circumstance--and when not to.

● A passion for the Tennessee ecosystem at large as well as empowering underserved founders, and
interfacing in a broader statewide strategy for spurring innovation.

● You are a proactive, self-starter. You are high energy, have a strong work ethic, and an execution
machine.

● Organized and efficient team leader. You know how to get the most out of a small team of talented
professionals. You lead by example, set clear expectations, know when to get involved and when to
get out of the way. You know how to produce and measure results.


