
BIOTN FOUNDATION INC 

Established in 2007 by Drs. Sam and Leslie Lynch, the BioTN Foundation is a non-profit 501c3 

foundation formed to facilitate and inspire Tennessee children and adults to explore the 

sciences. BioTN launched with three goals: 1) to enhance and improve STEM (science, 

technology, engineering and math) K-16 education in Tennessee; 2) to help train and connect 

Tennesseans for careers in the STEM fields; and 3) to promote the growth of businesses in the 

state based on STEM innovations, thereby creating high quality jobs for our citizens. 

In 2017  BioTN  expanded  its  board  and  mission  to  include  that  of  entrepreneurship and 

enterprise development, a natural extension for education and workforce development 

initiatives it supported over the last decade.  Given the substantial medical research expertise 

and funding in Middle Tennessee the region has the opportunity to be a premier innovation hub 

in biosciences and health technology. There is currently however a lack of focus on enhancing 

entrepreneurship and advancing new technologies in the life sciences. No mechanism exists in 

Middle Tennessee to fully leverage the life sciences as a catalyst for improving the region’s 

economic competitiveness.     BioTN will also now fill this void and provide leadership to this 

initiative. 

MI SSI ON 

BioTN’s mission is to promote within the state of Tennessee, the Southeastern US and beyond: 

1) knowledge of, and education in, STEM and the biosciences;

2) innovation and entrepreneurship in STEM and the biosciences;

3) the positive impact of STEM and the biosciences on human health.

VI SI ON 

Increased knowledge in  the  biosciences will  be  accomplished by  partnerships with  STEM 

schools, organizations and programs that promote education in STEM and the biosciences. 

Increased  innovation  and   entrepreneurship  will   be   accomplished  by   partnerships  with 

local universities, scientists, clinicians, health care providers and entrepreneurs to foster the 

establishment of  successful STEM and bioscience companies and the  growth of  jobs in  this 

industry. 

Increased impact of  STEM and the biosciences on  human health will  be  accomplished by 

the establishment of a biosciences incubator to provide an environment that fosters growth 

of life science technology-based startup companies and increases the number of successful life 

science companies in the region, leading to the development and commercialization of more 

new tools to prevent, diagnose or treat diseases and injuries. 

BioTN   Foundat ion          Inc. 



I NI TI ATI VES 

EDUCATION – BioTN is proud to have been a founding supporter of STEM Preparatory  

Academy located in South Nashville, one of the most economically 

disadvantaged and most academically under-served regions in middle Tennessee.  Dr. Wisner- 

Lynch, co-founder of BioTN, served as the Founding Chairperson of the Board of Directors of 

STEM Prep Academy for eight years.   Today STEM Prep serves over 700 students in grades 5-10, 

and will add 200 more students and grades 11 and 12 over the next two years. 

STEM Prep Academy is dedicated to delivering a rigorous, inquiry-based education with a 

strategic focus on science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. By cultivating a 

community of learning and academic excellence, STEM Prep expects to bolster the number of 

underrepresented students who graduate from the most competitive postsecondary programs 

and universities in the country. 

In just a few short years, STEM Prep has become widely recognized as among the best charter 

schools in the state of Tennessee, and in the nation.      Academically STEM Prep consistently 

outperforms state and national achievement averages.             With over 20 native languages 

represented among its students, STEM Prep is not only a place of academic excellence but of 

multiculturalism and a vast collection of heart-warming, and sometimes heart-wrenching stories 

both in and out of the classroom, both in and out of the neighborhood, both in and out of the 

family. For more information see http://stemprepacademy.org/. 

ENTREPRENEURSHIP – Tennessee has the opportunity to be a premier innovation hub in 

biosciences and health technology. Nashville sits at the intersection of vibrant scientific research, 

healthcare services  and  investment  communities.  Among  the  myriad  initiatives  to  advance 

entrepreneurship and new technologies, however, the biosciences remain overlooked. 

Despite  being  one  of  the  fastest  growing industry  segments  in  the  country,  there  is  no 

mechanism in  Middle Tennessee to fully leverage the biosciences as a catalyst for improving 

the region’s economic competitiveness. BioTN hopes to provide a platform and location to 

translate great science and discoveries into great innovative products that help humankind. 

BioTN hopes to provide facilities and services to incubate STEM and biosciences startups from their 

research  and   discovery  state  to   financial  independence.      As   a   result,  scientists  and 

clinicians will be better able to translate funding into products and services improving lives. 

L E ADERSHI P 

 Samuel E. Lynch, DMSc, DMD – Founder and Chair, BioTN Foundation; Founder and past

CEO, BioMimetic Therapeutics, Inc.; Founder and CEO, Lynch Biologics, LLC;
 C. Eric Elmquist, PhD – Executive Director, BioTN Foundation;
 Glenn Purdue, MBA – Treasurer, BioTN Foundation; Managing Partner, Kraft

Analytics;
 Neely Carlton, JD – Secretary, BioTN Foundation; Senior Counsel, Butler Snow;
 Justin Albright, MBA – Principal, Oakpoint Partners Real Estate advisory firm;
 David Black, PhD – Founder and past CEO, Aegis Sciences Corp;
 Shawn Glinter, MBA – Founder, Pendant Biosciences;

 Larry Marnett, PhD –  Dean of Basic Sciences, Vanderbilt University School of Medicine,

Professor of Cancer Research, Director, Vanderbilt Institute of Chemical Biology.
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